August, 2009
Dear Parents and Students,

Welcome to Fourth Grade!  It’s sure to be a fantastic year of learning, growing and creating.  I’d like to take this opportunity to help familiarize you with a number of our classroom routines and procedures.  
Newsletter:  
I send home a weekly newsletter each Monday that indicates the week’s homework as well as reminders, upcoming events, and sometimes a project-of the-week.  It does not need to be returned.  However, please be sure to keep an eye out for it and refer to it throughout the week as needed.  A monthly newsletter is also posted online.  It may be accessed through the Fairhaven School Department website.
A “Family Times” newsletter will also go home on the first day of the week. This newsletter (part of the ELA series) lists the week’s vocabulary words, grammar skills, and reading story summary and skills.  Please be sure to review it with your child and refer to it throughout the week.  Activities listed on the newsletter can be completed and submitted by Friday for extra credit.  (Additional extra credit activities in other subject areas will be assigned as they arise in the classroom).

Homework: 
Homework will be assigned nightly, and as stated earlier, listed on the newsletter.  Homework typically consists of 10 minutes each of 2 subjects,  10 minutes of silent reading  and 10 minutes of studying (spelling words, reading vocabulary, math facts, and grammar).  In total, homework is designed to take no more than forty-five minutes daily (on average).  If you find your child is consistently spending more than forty-five minutes on his or her homework, please contact me so that we may discuss his or her progress.

Each child will have a homework folder that contains a daily reading log.  Your child will record the title and pages of books read in school and at home.  The folder will also contain a behavior graph.  Consequences are listed on the chart as well.  Please make every effort to review your child’s logs.  Should behavior become an issue in the classroom, or should it become apparent that your child is not reading daily (and 30 minutes over the weekend), parent signatures for the log(s) will be required to ensure that your child makes effective progress.  
Please assist your child in creating a daily homework routine and work area at home.  Please encourage your child to return his or her homework and any required forms or notices to their homework folder and place it in their book bag.  If your child does not return their homework, they will be asked to complete it during recess time.  However, this is not encouraged, as recess is in the afternoon, and oftentimes, the subject has already been taught for the day.  In this case, your child will not have been fully prepared for the lesson.  
In the event that parent signatures are required, I will allow 2 days to account for parents’ schedules.  In the case of a family emergency, please notify me as I will adjust the homework grade.
Grading: 

Class work and homework will be sent home daily (in homework folder) as it is graded.   All tests and quizzes will be sent home in a “sign and return” folder as they are recorded.  Please return the folder and all of its contents within 2 days.  The contents will be placed in your child’s portfolio to be kept at school.  The portfolio will be used to demonstrate ongoing performance and progress.

Naturally, your child’s grades are a very good indicator of his or her performance in school.  Please review the contents of your child’s homework folder daily to keep informed of his or her progress.  Midterm reports will only be sent home if your child is receiving a WARNING (C- or lower) in any given subject.  Otherwise your child will receive 4 report cards as noted in EFS literature.
Home – School Communication:

Just as each child is unique; each teacher-student and home-school relationship is different, based on the individual needs of the child.  Please feel free to contact me by email (jpereira@fairhavenps.org) or phone (508-979-4058) with any questions or concerns.
Volunteering:
Throughout the year, volunteers will be needed to assist in the workroom,  conduct reading groups, construct bulletin boards, place book orders, and serve as chaperones.  In addition, if you have a special talent, skill, connection, or occupation and you’d like to share your time and talent with us, we’d love to have you come in as a guest for a special lesson (s).   If you are interested in serving in any of these capacities, please send me an email/note.  Please be sure to include which day(s) and time(s) are best for you.
Schedule:

Please review the attached classroom schedule and specialist schedule. 

Lockers:

Students will visit their lockers prior to the start of the school day, before and after lunch, at the end of the school day, and at various times deemed necessary by the teacher.  Students will be expected to secure necessary items for the classroom at that time.  As a rule, they will not be allowed to visit their lockers at unscheduled times.
Tutoring: 

Private tutoring will be available at school as needed.  Please contact me if interested.

I look forward to meeting you at Open House!  Thanks in advance for your support and assistance in educating your child.
Sincerely,

Joann M. Pereira, M Ed.

Grade Four Teacher

Assistant Principal, EFS

I have read and understand the introduction letter.

Child’s Name: __________________________________________________
Parent Signature: _______________________________________________ Date: ________________________________________________________

