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WELCOME BACK!

PTO MEETINGS

The 2011-2012 school year is off to a great start, and the PTO wants to continue to help make this school community a great one.  It is so important to us that parents and teachers get involved with our school’s PTO.  The PTO meetings are the most efficient and effective way for all of us to share ideas and thoughts and to help make decisions about school activities.  All of the work we do together helps to build a feeling of community here at East Fairhaven Elementary School.  

We welcome and encourage all to become involved and to show their support!

We are going to rotate the time of the PTO Meetings this year.  The October and December meetings will be the first Wednesday of the month at 3:30 in the cafeteria. The November PTO meeting will be on the first Tuesday night of the month at 6:30pm in the cafeteria.  

Babysitting will be provided in the gym by National Honor Society students from Fairhaven High School.  

We look forward to seeing you at our next meeting on Wednesday October 5, 2011 at 3:30.
If you cannot attend the meetings, please look for the PTO Newsletter that will follow each meeting, and check us out on Facebook (search for East Fairhaven Elementary School PTO) and on the school website fairhavenps.org.  Also, feel free to contact us at any time with your input.

President: Becky Fleurent – (508)951-2807 – elf217@comcast.net
Vice-President: Maureen Costa – (508)989-4727 – maureencosta@comcast.net
Treasurer: Kristen Ryan – (774)263-6851 – kristenpierre@comcast.net
Secretary: Rebecca Surprenant – (508)826-7672 – beckhs@hotmail.com
Volunteer Coordinator:  Carolyn Ozcan – (774)202-4842 - carolyn.ozcan@gmail.com
VOLUNTEERS

We need your help to make all of our school activities a success!  Throughout the year we will need people to volunteer their time for various things.  We also would like to encourage parents to share their talents and resources with us.  Many of you have skills that could be used to help our school and students.  

Please let us know if you have some ideas about how you could help at EFS!

Because the safety of our students is always a priority, all volunteers have to fill out a CORI form.  The forms will be available at Open House on Sept 20th and 21st.  They are also available in the school office.  The CORI form needs to be returned in person, so that a staff member can make a copy of your license.  We encourage everyone to complete a CORI.  Even if you volunteer one time during the year, 

you will need to have a completed CORI.

EFS NEEDS VOLUNTEERS

Volunteers are needed in the cafeteria, the library, and to help run after school clubs.  If you are interested in helping, please contact the school office.

THANKS TO OUR GUESTS

We want to thank Dr. Baldwin and School Committee members Pam Kuechler, Stasia Powers, and Brian Monroe for attending and speaking to us about the elementary school project. 
We also want to thank Rose from Southern Mass Credit Union who spoke about the successful student banking program that they run at EFS.  A representative will also be in attendance at the EFS Open Houses.

FUNDRAISING

In an effort to lessen the amount of fundraising that students do, two new proposals were made.

1.  The first proposal was a suggestion that the PTO continue to pay for buses for field trips, but that parents pay for entrance fees.  With the exception of the 5th grade field trip to Boston, the entrance fees for last years field trips ranged from $2 to $10.50.  
2. The second proposal is to ask 5th grade families to pay for part of the cost of their yearbooks.  In the past, the PTO has paid for part of the cost (last year the PTO paid $5 per student) and the balance of the cost (about $16) was paid for through fundraising.  The 5th Grade Yearbook committee would continue to do some fundraising, but not as much as they did last year.  

At the meeting some discussion took place about both of these ideas.  One important point is that the PTO would assist any students who need help paying for these things.  We would like to hear what EFS families think of these two proposals.  Please email or call us to share your thoughts.  We will continue to discuss these ideas at our October meeting, and then we will vote on them in November.

BOOK FAIR

The Fall Scholastic Book Fair is open during school from Tuesday, September 20th through Thursday, September 22nd.  It will also be open during the EFS Open Houses.  This Book Fair offers reasonably priced books to our students and the profit that is earned from the Book Fair gets returned directly to the EFS teachers and staff to purchase books and supplies for their classrooms and the EFS Library.

If you would like to volunteer to help with the Book Fair on Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday during the day or on Tuesday or Wednesday during the evenings, please contact Anne Mueda at annemueda@comcast.net.   
TEACHER STIPENDS

The PTO provides teachers with a stipend at the beginning of each year, to help cover some of the costs of purchasing supplies for their classrooms.  Teachers have been turning in their receipts 

to be reimbursed for some of their spending.

HALLOWEEN PARTY

There will be a meeting on Thursday, September 29th at 6:30 in the school library to plan a Halloween Party for the EFS Students. If you are interested in helping, but cannot attend, please contact Becky Fleurent at elf217@comcast.net (508)951-2807.

5th GRADE YEARBOOK COMMITTEE

There will be a meeting on Thursday, October 13th  in the school library to start planning the 5th Grade Yearbook. If you are interested in helping, but cannot attend, 

please contact Rebecca Surprenant at beckhs@hotmail.com or (508)826-7672.
THANK YOU EFS TEACHERS
We want to show the teachers that we appreciate their attendance at the PTO meetings.  

Thank you to Mrs. Bissonette, Mrs. Castello, and Mrs. Mattos for attending this month.

At the meetings, we will record the names of the teachers in attendance, and at our December meeting we will draw one of their names out of a hat.  The winning teacher will receive a gift card to the store of his/her choice.

2011-2012 FUNDRAISERS
The Meadow Farms Fall Fundraisers need to be returned by Wednesday, September 21st.  This will ensure that the orders will arrive sometime before Thanksgiving.

There will be two other PTO Fundraisers this year.  The Cookie Dough Fundraiser will take place before the December holidays, and a Pie Fundraiser will take place in March.

If at any time you would rather make a donation to the PTO than participate in the fundraiser, 

please send in a check made out to the EFS PTO.

Look for information about other ongoing fundraisers like Box Tops for Education, Labels for Education, restaurant eat-out nights, and local store rewards programs to be sent home soon.

EAT OUT NIGHTS

Those in attendance voted to have three Eat-Out Nights over the course of the year.  They will be at Papa Gino’s, Friendly’s, and Sweet Gingers.  More information will follow. 

WHAT DO YOU THINK 

Mrs. Lucas proposed two ideas about which we would like your feedback.
1.  The first proposal is that parents supply their child with earphones to be used at school.  Because EFS students regularly use headphones at school, supplying their own headphones would alleviate any concerns about hygiene and any problems when the headphones are damaged.

2. The second proposal is that parents supply their child with a t-shirt in a specified color for school field trips.  When all students wear the same color t-shirt on a field trip, it is much easier to identify them and keep the group together.  The suggestion was made that the PTO buy the t-shirts in bulk, so that they could be sold at a discount price. 
A REQUEST FROM THE NURSE

Mrs. Horsefall is looking for extra clothes and new packages of underwear in all sizes to keep in the nurse’s office for emergencies.  Any donation would be greatly appreciated.

