
School Wide Expectation: Writing Effectively
Topic:________________________

Grade:________

Specific Criteria Excellence (4) Proficient (3) Developing (2) Warning (1)

Writing consistently establishes and 

maintains a thorough 

understanding of concepts, and 

addresses all aspects of prompt. 

Uses appropriate tone addressing 

audience.

Writing adequately demonstrates 

a proficient understanding of 

concepts and addresses some 

aspects of prompt.  Uses 

appropriate tone addressing 

audience.

Writing demonstrates a 

minimal understanding of 

concepts, and addresses few 

aspects of prompt. Occasionally 

uses appropriate tone 

addressing audience.

Writing lacks understanding of 

concepts, and insufficiently 

addresses prompt.  Rarely uses 

appropriate tone addressing 

audience.

Contains extensive, relevant details 

and examples supporting central 

idea. 

Contains sufficient, effective 

details and examples supporting 

central idea. 

Contains few details or 

examples to support central 

idea.

Lacks relevant details and examples 

to support central idea.

Writing has clear organization. 

Ideas flow in logical and effective 

way, transitions are evident.   Topic 

sentences strongly connected to 

central idea.

Writing has organization.  Ideas 

show minor inconsistencies, and 

transitions are generally evident. 

Topic sentences sufficiently 

connected to central idea.

Writing has some organization.  

Ideas show major 

inconsistencies, and transitions 

are poor.  Topic sentences 

insufficiently connected to 

central idea.

Writing lacks organization.  Essay is 

illogical and ineffective, and 

transitions are missing.  Topic 

sentences missing or do not connect 

to central idea.

Few, if any, grammatical or usage 

errors relative to length and 

complexity.  

Some errors, but writing is 

fundamentally solid and errors do 

not interfere with 

communication.

Writing has many errors and 

errors begin to interfere with 

communication.

Errors are so frequent and severe 

that they interfere with 

communication.

Accurately cites ideas of others 

using MLA or APA format 

throughout

Generally cites ideas of others. 

MLA or APA format contains few 

errors.

Infrequently cites ideas of 

others. MLAor APA format 

contains several errors.

Does not cite ideas of others.
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