Dear Parents, 

Hello and I want to welcome everyone back to a new year in physical education in a new beautiful gymnasium. 

This year your children will be participating in new activities/units.  Presently, your children are involved in a net games unit.  In this unit, students are working on learning the basic skills in 4 net games:  badminton, tennis, pick-a-paddle (ping pong) and volleyball.  Also, 5th graders are using pedometers to track the amount of steps they take in a physical education class.    


I would also like to take this opportunity to share with you that 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade students will either have a quiz or homework assignment in each unit.  This is my way of assessing their cognitive knowledge and it is an informative tool for my teaching.  


Please be informed that Physical Education Classes at the East Fairhaven School are on certain letter days.  So please make sure to check the calendar to see when your child has physical education class.  In order for every child to participate safely and successfully in Physical Education Class, it is important that each student be prepared by wearing loose clothing and sneakers.  For safety reasons, children who are not properly attired will be asked to observe or walk rather than participate in the lesson.  Thank you for your cooperation and I’m looking forward to a great year!

Sincerely,  








              Cathy Silva - Physical Education Teacher
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Dear Parents and Families of East Fairhaven School,
       What an exciting time this has been for all of us!  Twenty-five years ago I first came to the East Fairhaven Elementary School as a second year music teacher.  It is unbelievable to be at our new facility and see the great strides that have been made for education in Fairhaven!  One of the greatest satisfactions I have is seeing parents who were once students in my music classes!  What a joy to teach a second generation!

       This past summer was a busy one; I’m sure, for all of us!  I got ready for the new school and all the fantastic new musical Orff instruments that I had ordered by taking
Orff Level III at Bridgewater State College.  I am now a certified Orff music teacher and have completed three summers of intensive two-week training courses to prepare me for the challenge of developing music programs adapted to the needs of our students.  For those of you who have never heard of Orff Schulwerk, it is a way of teaching music through singing, saying, dancing and playing.  There is a place for everyone and each child can contribute according to their ability.  Composer Carl Orff (d.1982) and his associate Gunild Keetman developed the basic texts that are now models for teachers worldwide.  Your children will be having the opportunity to play non-pitched instruments, as well as pitched instruments.  The special Orff melody instruments include wooden xylophones, metallophones and glockenspiels in different sizes. These instruments are often accompanied by soprano and alto recorders.  For this reason, I have asked Grade 4 and Grade 5 students to bring soprano recorders to my music classes since they will be using these lifelong instruments in our curriculum.

       During the month of September students in Kindergarten, Grade 1, Grade 2, and Grade 3 have been involved together singing their opening songs, “ The Character Pledge Song”, which teaches the virtues of respect, responsibility, courage, citizenship, honesty, excellence, pride, trustworthiness, and being fair.  The melody to this song was written by Matthew Richard, a Fairhaven resident and former student of Oxford Elementary School.  Finally, the students have begun using the Orff instruments by playing the big bass xylophones with mallets and having a wonderful experience!

       The students of Grade 4 and 5 have been very active learning the motions, singing, and memorizing “Celebrate the Future Hand In Hand” as well as “God Bless The U.S.A” with an additional special verse.  Both songs were performed and sung at our Ribbon Cutting Dedication Ceremony on Thursday, September 27th.  As our song says,
“Put your hand on the future, share a dream together for our new school.  And we all can make a difference as we learn and understand.  WE’LL CELEBRATE THE FUTURE HAND IN HAND!








Sincerely, [image: image2.wmf]







Rita Campoli – Music Teacher

