November 8, 2010
Dear Parent or Guardian:

Your child will be tested this spring with the administration of the Spring 2011 Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System tests in grades 3, 4 & 5.  As you know, the MCAS is the statewide assessment program developed in response to the Education Reform Law of 1993.  This law mandates that all students in the tested grades who are educated with Massachusetts public funds participate in the testing program.  In addition, the MCAS program is used to hold our school and district accountable, on a yearly basis, for the progress we have made toward the objective of the No Child Left Behind Law that all students be proficient in Reading and Mathematics by 2014.

The testing program includes English Language Arts and Math in grades 3, 4 and 5.  In addition, a Science Test will be administered in grade 5.
There will be 2 rounds of testing according to the following schedule:
Testing Window: March 22 – April 4
Grade 3 – English Language Arts Test



    March 30 & 31


Grade 4 – English Language Arts Long Composition
    March 22

Grade 4 – English Language Arts Long Composition (Make – Up)March 31

Grade 4 – English Language Arts Test



    March 24 & 25

Grade 5 – English Language Arts Test



    March 28 & March 29
Testing Window: May 10 – May 24

Grade 3 – Mathematics Test




    May 12 & 13


Grade 4 – Mathematics Test




    May 18 & 19

Grade 5 – Mathematics Test




    May 10 & 11

Grade 5 – Science & Technology Test



    May 16 & 17
Over…

Please understand that the MCAS tests are an important part of our efforts to improve the achievement of our students. In this regard, only students with a medically-documented excuse are exempt from participation.  Students who are absent from any test during the testing window without medical-documentation must have a make-up test administered within the testing window.  If your child is not present during the testing window, this will be counted toward our school’s performance results for participation. We, therefore, request your support in ensuring the prompt and regular attendance of your child during your child’s testing periods.
If you have questions or concerns about MCAS or the testing process, please come speak with me.  My door is always open for you.  You may also find more information at the Department of Education’s site at:   http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/ 
Thank you for your continued support in helping your child and our school to do our best on the MCAS tests.

Sincerely,

Wendy A. Williams

Principal
(-------------------------------------(------------- Cut and Return---------------------------(---
ROGERS SCHOOL

I have received the MCAS letter and am aware of the dates of MCAS testing for my child for Spring 2011.

Student’s Name:__________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Signature:________________________________________________

