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School Council News

The Wood School Council is
meeting Wednesday, Janu-
ary 25th at 3:15pm. Our
council meets monthly to plan
school improvement. If you
have any questions or sug-
gestions please feel free to
contact the LeRoy Wood
School office at (508) 979-
4073. Thank You!

Principal’s Message

The new year provides us an
opportunity to reflect upon the
year, where we have gone and
where we are headed. With 19.5
school days, January is a remark-
able month for learning at Wood
School! Relationships, rules and
routines are in place and our staff
and student body are rejuvenated
and ready for hard work!

On Tuesday evening Dr.
Baldwin visited Wood School and
spoke to a group of parents and
staff regarding next year’s transi-
tion plan for our relocation during
construction. After careful con-
sideration it has been decided that
the first option for the Wood
School community would be to relo-
cate for one year to The Oxford
School. This plan affords us the
ideal situation of remaining to-
gether as a whole school commu-
nity. In order for this option to be
feasible there are many safety re-
quirements that must be met. |
will keep you up to date on the
timeline as each of these thresh-
olds is met. Overall I am thrilled
that there is an option that keeps
our children safe, that involves
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minimal disturbance to our learn-
ing routine and keeps our school
community together.

Coming soon is the ex-
tremely popular after school
clubs at Wood School. In order
to provide our fantastic clubs we
need volunteers like you to run a
club! Do you have a hobby or
special interest you'd like to
share with Wood School stu-
dents? Send an email to our Af-
ter School Club facilitator,
Kerrie McNamara at
kerriemc@comcast.net with your
idea or just offer to help! Also,
new this year is a boys running
club called Band of Brothers!
We need the special men in our
lives...our dads, uncles, grand-
pas...to be “coaches” and run and
walk each week with our boys!
Again, please email Kerrie at

kerriemc@comcast.net if you or
someone you know may be inter-
ested!

As always my door is open
to you at anytime. 1 will listen to
your concerns and do my best to
answer your questions. Here's to
an amazing 2012!
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We will continue to go outside for re-
cess as long as the weather permits.
Please be sure to send your child(ren)
to school in warm outerwear including
hats, gloves or mittens. Also, please be
sure children are coming to school
wearing proper footwear for winter
weather and safe playing. Thank you!
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PTO Corner

* Have you heard about all the ex-
* citement? Our PTO is planning

% some awesome events and bring-
% Ing in incredible speakers! On
%February 7th @ 6:30 Linda

: Pacheco from the Bristol County
**( Sheriff's Office is coming to

X Wood School to talk about the

,’{( critical topic of cyber safety and
: bullying! 1f you're a parent you

% DO NOT want to miss this topic!
x Other upcoming topics include:

: saving for college and family nu-
i trition and wellness. The next
*Wood School PTO meeting is

* scheduled for Tuesday, February
z 14th @ 6:30. We are planning a
: spaghetti dinner in March and

X other spring events! Join us and
X be part of the fun!

*
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A Morning Drop Off Routine
| 4
A,
: Please help keep all of our children

: safe by respecting the following drop off
- safety procedures:

é. Drop children off at the front door ONLY.

: Do not drop off at the playground gate.
Dropping children at the playground gate
creates a safety risk with children moving
around vehicles causing a serious safety
concern and a traffic back up on Sconticut
Neck Road. ALL children dropped off
are to enter the red gym doors.

§. We will have three cones set up in front

: of the main entrance. Each cone marks a
drop off location for a car. Three cars
should be able to drop off at the same
time. Each car pulls up to a cone and chil-
dren should exit on the school side only.

§. I your drop off routine takes any longer
than a few seconds you need to pull into a
parking spot. The driveway drop off is
reserved for quick drop offs only.

Thank you for keeping all
Wood School children safe!

Have you visited the Wood School Website lately?

Go to www.fairhavenps.org and choose Wood School!

The following are just a few of the features of our school website:

Monthly calendar, newsletter and up to date information on
events

Each classroom and specialist teacher has a website or a cur-
rent newsletter to keep you up to date on classroom happen-
ings

Spirit wear order forms

And more!!



Thoughts from our School Nurse Mrs. Valois

Preparing for Winter Storms
Step 1: Get a Kit

Get an Emergency Supply Kit, which includes items like non-perishable food, water, a battery-powered or radio, extra flashlights and batteries.

Step 2: Make a Plan ...Prepare Your Family

® Make a Family Emergency Plan. Your family may not be together when disaster strikes, so it is important to know how you will contact one
another, how you will get back together and what you will do in case of an emergency.

®  Plan places where your family will meet, both within and outside of your immediate neighborhood.

® |t may be easier to make a long-distance phone call than to call across town, so an out-of-town contact may be in a better position to commu-
nicate among separated family members.

®  You may also want to inquire about emergency plans at places where your family spends time: work, daycare and school. If no plans exist,
consider volunteering to help create one.

®  Be sure to consider the specific needs of your family members
O Notify caregivers and babysitters about your plan.

O Make plans for your pets.

If you use a battery-operated wheelchair, life-support system, or other power-dependent equipment, call your power company before rolling black-

outs happen. Many utility companies keep a list and map of the locations of power-dependent customers in case of an emergency. Ask them what

alternatives are available in your area. Contact the customer service department of your local utility company(ies) to learn if this service is available
in your community.

- Take a Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) class from your local Citizen Corps chapter. Keep your training current.

Step 3: Be Informed ..... Prepare Your Home

®  Fill plastic containers with water, leaving about an inch of space inside each one for the frozen water to expand. Place the containers in the
refrigerator and freezer. This chilled or frozen water will help keep food cold for several hours if the power goes out.

® |f you use medication that requires refrigeration, most can be kept in a closed refrigerator for several hours without a problem. If unsure,
check with your physician or pharmacist.

®  Back up computer files and operating systems. Consider buying extra batteries and a power converter if you use a laptop computer.
®  Turn off all computers, monitors, printers, copiers, scanners and other electronic devices when they are not being used.

®  Get a high-quality surge protector for your electronic equipment.

® |f you have an electric garage door opener, find out where the manual release lever is located and learn how to operate it.

® |f you have a telephone at home or at work that requires electricity to work (such as a cordless phone), plan for alternate communication,
including having a standard telephone handset, cellular telephone, radio or pager.

® Keep your car fuel tank at least half full because gas stations rely on electricity to power the pumps.

® Remember that equipment such as automated teller machines (ATMs) may not work during a power outage, so make sure you have extra
cash at home.

® Know if you live in an area that has rolling blackouts. A rolling blackout occurs when a power company turns off electricity to selected areas to
save power. The blackouts are typically for one hour, then the power is restored and another area is turned off. Hospitals, airport control towers,
police stations, and fire departments are often exempt from these rolling blackouts. They can happen at any time of day and may affect the same
area more than once a day.

Find out how to keep food safe during and after and emergency by visiting:
http://www.foodsafety.gov/keep/emergency/index.html
Listen to Local Officials

Learn about the emergency plans that have been established in your area by your state and local government. In any emergency, always
listen to the instructions given by local emergency management officials. Usually, rolling blackouts occur when power usage increases, especially
during hot weather when many people are using air conditioning to keep cool. Power companies try to give a warning when they will turn off power
to an area, but they can not always do that.




